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Urban Risk Reduction and Resilience: 
Capacity Development for Making Cities Resilient

Curitiba, Paraná – Brazil
April 27th to 29th
 


“Disaster risk is increasing with every passing day. Poverty, rapid urbanisation, climate change – these and other factors are leaving people and communities ever more exposed.”

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon
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Background and Introduction



Over the past 20 years disasters have affected 4.4 billion people, caused USD 2 trillion of damage and killed 1.3 million people. Natural disasters affected people living in developing countries and the most vulnerable communities within those countries. Over 95 percent of people killed by natural disasters are from developing countries.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Eventos Climáticos Extremos e Desastres Naturais, 2012. Extreme Weather and Natural Disasters, 2012] 


Current and future challenges of mainstreaming Climate Change Adaptation (CCA) and Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) in development planning demand new approaches, mechanisms, sets of skills and competencies that need to be identified and strengthened in order to form the basis of increasing public demand and political commitment to local actions and budget allocations. Lack of appropriate knowledge on the subject, lack of government commitment and the absence of mainstreaming in current organizational and government strategy are key existing challenges. 

Urban risk is continually increasing. It has been estimated that, more than 50 per cent of the world's population is living in urban areas. Urbanization is taking place at an unprecedented rate. In the next 20 years, the world’s population is predicted to increase by an additional two billion. By 2030 more than 60% of the world’s population is expected to live in cities, with record concentrations in large urban conglomerations and megacities in the developing world.  Vulnerability of cities to disasters is on the rise especially as poor people settle in high-risk urban areas. Unfortunately, planning and development of cities has given little consideration to the consequences of hazards such as earthquakes, hydro-meteorological risks and others.  The implication of this reality is the need for countries to focus their collective energies to create a safer world for urban dwellers and develop a series of innovative approaches to meet this challenge.  

In this regard, building resilience and adapting to climate change is crucial for cities in Paraná. Efforts to build resilience in cities can benefit from integrating disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation with existing efforts in disaster risk reduction and other similar planning processes. 

This capacity building training workshop, while promoting the importance of effective climate change adaptation and disaster risk reduction, will provide:
i) an opportunity for cities and local governments in Paraná to enhance capacities in climate change adaptation and disaster risk reduction with a focus on countries/ cities Resilience Action Plans development and implementation.
ii) a platform to exchange in-depth learning from experts in the related area and to share good practices among participants
iii) a venue for city-to-city cooperation in building resilience in cities by integrating disaster risk principles into local DRR and CCA planes, programmes and initiatives

Dates
27-29 April 2015

Venue
Centro Universitário de Estudos e Pesquisas sobre Desastres – CEPED/PR
Palácio Iguaçu - Praça Nossa Senhora de Salete, s/nº – Centro Cívico - 80530-909 - Curitiba – BRAZIL

Organizers
· UNISDR – United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction
· CENTRO UNIVERSITÁRIO DE ESTUDOS E PESQUISAS SOBRE DESASTRES – CEPED-PR

Targeted Audience
High-level authorities and experts from State and local governments, academic and DRR training institutions, and other local actors within Brazil

Workshop Language: 
Portuguese and English (simultaneous translation will be available)


Workshop Objectives and Expected Outcomes


Objectives: 
Overall, the training course will provide an opportunity to disaster prone developing countries to: 
· Increase political commitment and social demand for disaster resilient development, adapted for climate change, aiming for sustainable development.
· Increase engagement of national actors in the field of national development and planning with the DRR and CCA Agenda and enhance country planners and decision makers’ ability and commitment to promote DRR and CCA through relevant systems, policies and processes.
· Learn about the Making Cities Resilient Global Campaign and how its tools, materials and approaches may be used to build local resilience to disasters. 
· Building capacities of experts and officials at local level with a focus on City Resilience Action Plans development and implementation based on MCR Campaign 10 Essentials to make their cities resilient to disasters. 

Expected Outcomes 
· Trained cadres of national and city  high level city officials 
· Draft Resilience Assessment Reports
· Draft Resilience Action Plans 
· Draft Strategy paper on how to further finalize, ensure endorsement and effectively implement the City Resilience Action Plans 



                                                            



Urban Risk Reduction and Resilience: 
Capacity Development for Making Cities Resilient to Disasters Training Workshop

Tentative Agenda
	Day One
	April 27 (Monday)

	9.30 – 10.00

	Opening Session 

· Welcome speech:  Cel QOPM Adilson Castilho Casitas
(State Coordinator for Civil Defence and Protection and Chief Secretary of the Military House)

   -    Opening Remarks: David Stevens (Head of the Office, UNISDR CERRD) 

   -    Opening Speech:  
· Key Note Speech:   Sanjaya Bhatia (Head of the Office, UNISDR ONEA/GETI) 
· Overview of the Workshop: Objectives, Expected Outcomes and Participants’ Introduction


	10.00  – 10.30
	Module 1:  Finding a common language and  Introduction of trends in urban risk and risk reduction   
· Presentation:      Mr. Sanjaya  Bhatia 
Plenary Discussion: “Trends and barriers in urban risk reduction and making cities resilient“


	10.30 – 10.45
	Coffee break

	10.45 – 12.30

	Module 2:  Introducing Making Cities Resilient (MCR) Global Campaign and Campaign Tools.   
                     MCR Campaign 10 Essentials with Case Studies.
· Presentation:    Ms. Luara Lopes (Programme Analyst, UNISDR CERRD) 
· Presentation:    Mr. Sanjaya Bhatia   
        Q & A Session: 

	12.30 – 13.30
	Lunch

	13.30 – 14.00



14.00 – 15.00
	Module 3:  Applying the MCR Tools Assessment and Diagnosis. Using Cities Resilience Scorecard Tool
· Presentation:    Mr. Armen Rostomyan
Working Group Discussion: “Using Cities Resilience Scorecard tool to assess risk management situation in own cities”. (60 min)

	15.00 – 15.15
	Coffee break

	15.15 -  18.00
	Module 3:  Applying the MCR Tools Assessment and Diagnosis. Using Cities Resilience Scorecard Tool
Working Group Discussion: “ Using Cities Resilience Scorecard tool to assess risk management situation in own cities”. (120 min)
Plenary Discussion:   “ Presenting Group Work Outcomes “ (30 min)





	Day Two
	April 28 (Tuesday)	

	9.30 – 10.10

	Session 5:    Mainstreaming DRR into Sectoral Programmes for Socio-Economic Development with Case Studies on  Governance , and Finance,   Infrastructure,  Climate Change Adaptation,  and Health, sectors Case Studies (Essentials # 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5) (Part 1)

· Presentation:       Mr. Sanjaya Bhatia 

        Plenary Discussion: “ Sharing participants own experience on Sectoral Programmes“ (30 min)


	10.10 – 10.30
	Coffee break

	10.30– 12.30
	Session  6:    Developing and Implementing Safe and Resilient Country/City Action Plan 

· Presentation:     Mr. Armen Rostomyan  
        Q & A Session: 
 
Session 6 - Exercise: -  Working Group Discussion to develop Draft version of Safe and Resilient Country/City Action Plan  (Essentials 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 parts of AP only

Working Group Discussion: “Developing own Draft Safe and Resilient City Action Plan”. 


	12.30 – 13:30
	Lunch

	13:30 – 15.00
	Session 7:    Mainstreaming DRR into Sectoral Programmes for Socio-Economic Development with Case Studies on  Housing & Land Use Planning,  Ecosystems & Environment,  Livelihoods                (Essentials # 6, 7, 8, 9, 10)

· Presentation:     Mr. Sanjaya Bhatia 

        Plenary Discussion: “ Sharing participants own experience on Sectoral Programmes“ 

	15.00 – 15.15
	Coffee break

	15.15 – 17.30
	Session 8 - Exercise: -  Working Group Discussion to develop Draft version of Safe and Resilient Country/City Action Plan  ( Essentials # 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 parts of AP) 

Plenary Discussion:   “ Presenting Group Work Outcomes “ 






	Day Three
	April 29 (Wednesday)	

	9.30 – 11.15
	
Session  9: - City Action Plan Monitoring, Evaluation and Follow Up.

· Presentation:      Mr. Armen Rostomyan

	11.15 –  11.30
	Coffee break

	11.30 –  12.30


	Session 10 - Exercise: - Working Group Discussion to develop Draft version of Safe and Resilient Country/City Action Plan. ( Completing M& E - Indicators Section of the Action Plan and Responsible Structures part) 

Working Group Discussion: “Developing own Draft Safe and Resilient City Action Plan”. 

	12.30 – 13:30
	Lunch

	13:30 – 15.00

	Session 11 - Exercise: - Working Group Discussion to develop Draft version of Safe and Resilient Country/City Action Plan. (Finalizing M& E - Indicators Section of the Action Plan and Responsible Structures part) 
Working Group Discussion: “Developing own Draft Safe and Resilient City Action Plan”. (90 min)
Plenary Discussion:   “ Presenting Group Work Outcomes “


	15:00 – 15:15
	Coffee break

	15.15 –  17.15






17:15 –  17.30
	Session 12 - Exercise:   - Working Group Discussion on  developing a strategy with list of next steps needed to How to finalise the draft Action Plan, ensure its endorsement and effective implementation in participating cities. 
· Presentation/Facilitated by:     Mr. Armen Rostomyan

     Plenary Discussion: “Developing Strategy for finalisation and operationalisation of the developed 1st draft  City Resilience  Action Plan”. 

Next Steps, Wrap Up and Evaluation (Chaired by Sanjaya Bhatia, UNISDR) 
· Resilient Cities in the Post-2015 in Brazil: new ten essentials and reporting tools
· Wrap up of Workshop and Evaluation:  Mr. Armen Rostomyan
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